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2011 Northern Rivers Landcare Awards
Highlighting leading lights of landcare
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2. ‘Innovation in Sustainable Farm Practices’ Award
This award will be made to a primary producer or enterprise (i.e. an agricultural co-operative, network, agricultural industry association, research group, private business or primary producer) involved in primary production who implements innovative practices or activities to improve natural resource management and productivity outcomes.
Please complete this form, including the contact details of the individual nominated and the nominator (if different), and information that demonstrates how the nominee meets the judging criteria below. Please remember to send two digital photographs, two referees and any relevant supporting documents.

Judging Criteria - the judges will use the information provided in this nomination to assess the extent to which the nominee has 
1. Implemented innovative practices or activities that delivered improved productivity and commercial outcomes while improving natural resource management.

2. Improved productivity and natural resources management are demonstrated by recorded changes in key indicators such as, but not limited to:
2.1.     The productivity and/or commercial return per unit of limited resources (e.g. improved efficiency in the use of rainfall, irrigation or nutrients).
2.2.     Carbon footprint improvements (reduction in greenhouse gas emissions possibly related to fuel, fertiliser or stock feed and implementation of carbon capture opportunities).
2.3.     Increased biodiversity/botanical composition.
2.4.     Increased ground cover, particularly during periodic seasonal feed gaps and reduced soil erosion.
2.5.     Improved water quality from properties (with emphasis on salt and turbidity).
2.6.     Improved soil fertility (with emphasis on P, pH and organic C).

3. Introduced innovative practices that improved productivity outcomes on commercial scale operations. Innovation can be shown through:
3.1.      Use of techniques not previously applied in the geographic area or to this type of primary production.
3.2.      Application of practices on a commercial scale that were previously only undertaken on a research scale.
3.3.      Development of techniques that could significantly improve productivity outcomes while improving natural resource management outcomes.

4. Cooperated with and encouraged involvement by others in sustainable farming practices (e.g. with neighbours, other landholders, local authorities, networks or cooperatives or by sharing information, participating in field days, workshops etc.)

The 2011 winners of these Awards will be nominated for the 2011 New South Wales Innovation in Sustainable Farm Practices Award.

Nominee Details (ie contact person for the individual being nominated)

	Dr
Mr
Miss
Mrs
Ms    (please circle or bold)

	Name
	

	Group/Organisation
	

	Position/Title 
	

	Postal address
	

	Home phone number
	
	Mobile phone number
	

	Email address
	


Nomination prepared by (if different from above)
	Dr
Mr
Miss
Mrs
Ms    (please circle or bold)

	Name
	

	Group/Organisation
	

	Position/Title
	

	Postal address
	

	Home phone number
	
	Mobile phone number
	

	Email address
	


This nomination is accompanied by:

	Digital image files (JPEG or TIF)                YES / NO (please circle or bold)
	Digital document files (Word, PDF)            YES / NO (please circle or bold)

	Hard copy documents/photos                     YES / NO (please circle or bold)
	Do you want them returned?                      YES / NO (please circle or bold)

	I give authority to the NCRLN & NRCMA to use the information and photographs provided within and with this nomination for the purpose of promoting the Northern Rivers Landcare Awards and natural resource management in the region within the Networks and Authority’s media materials. 
	YES / NO (please circle or bold)


‘Innovation in Sustainable Farm Practices’ Award 
Background – please provide some background information on the nominated individual that will provide context to this nomination
	


Judging Criteria

1. Implemented innovative practices or activities that delivered improved productivity and commercial outcomes while improving natural resource management..
	


2. Improved productivity and natural resources management are demonstrated by recorded changes in key indicators such as, but not limited to:

2.1.     The productivity and/or commercial return per unit of limited resources (e.g. improved efficiency in the use of rainfall, 
irrigation or nutrients).

2.2.     Carbon footprint improvements (reduction in greenhouse gas emissions possibly related to fuel, fertiliser or stock feed and 
implementation of carbon capture opportunities).

2.3.     Increased biodiversity/botanical composition.

2.4.     Increased ground cover, particularly during periodic seasonal feed gaps and reduced soil erosion.

2.5.     Improved water quality from properties (with emphasis on salt and turbidity).

2.6.     Improved soil fertility (with emphasis on P, pH and organic C).
	2. Continued.




3. Introduced innovative practices that improved productivity outcomes on commercial scale operations. Innovation can be shown through:

3.1.      Use of techniques not previously applied in the geographic area or to this type of primary production.

3.2.      Application of practices on a commercial scale that were previously only undertaken on a research scale.

3.3.      Development of techniques that could significantly improve productivity outcomes while improving natural resource 
management outcomes.
	


4.  Cooperated with and encouraged involvement by others in sustainable farming practices (e.g. with neighbours, other landholders, local authorities, networks or cooperatives or by sharing information, participating in field days, workshops etc.).
	


Please refer to Nomination Guidelines for details on how to submit your nomination

Nominations close Monday the 21st February 2011
2011 Northern Rivers Landcare Awards – ‘Innovation in Sustainable Farm Practices’ Award 
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